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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 3477 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OAS, NU 

SUBJECT: SOMOZA ON EL SALVADOR-HONDURAN DISPUTE 

REF: STATE 179290 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SOMOZA LATE THIS AFTERNOON 
(JULY 21), HE MENTIONED THAT EL SALVADOR FONMIN BORGONOVO HAD 
VISITED NICARAGUA ON JULY 16TH TO ENLIST GON COOPERATION IN 
BRINGING ABOUT PULLBACK OF BORDER FORCES AND ACTING AS GURANATOR 
OF PEACE UNDER 1970 SAN JOSE AGREEMENT. 

2. SOMOZA SAID THAT CYE COSTA RICAN AND GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENTS 
HAD BEEN CONTACTED AND BOTH REFUSED TO BECOME INVOLVED IN TROOP 
WITHDRAWAL NEGOTIATIONS, BORDER OBSERVATION OR OTHER ROLE IN DIS 
PUTE SETTLEMENT. THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THEIR 
RETICENCE, BUT FELT THAT BOTH COUNTRIES WERE BEING SHORT 
SIGHTED. NICARAGUA WAS PREPARED TO ASSIST BUT MUST ACT IN CON- 
CERT WITH OTHXJ GUARANTOR STATES. 

3. ACCORDING TO SOMOZA, INTELLIGENCE SOURCES IN HONDURAS REPORT.. 

A RISING SPIRIT OF REVENGE AMONGST THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP. HE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MANAGU 03477 2215 14Z 

BELIEVED THAT AN ARMED ATTACK ON EL SALVADOR IS LIKELY OVER THE 
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NEXT THREE MONTHS. THE SITUATION, HE FELT, WAS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

4. SOMOZA REGRETTED THAT THE USG, THE CENTRAL AMERICAN GOVERN- 
MENTS, AND THE OAS WERE UNABLE TO ACT SEPARATELY, OR IN CONCERT, TO 
FACILITATE TROOP WITHDRAWALS, BORDER GUARANTIES, AND A LOWERING 
OF TENSIONS. THEBERGE 
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